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which has been worked with success in the city of Bombay is-
recommended by the Government of India as worthy of consi-
deration. The administration in Bombay is placed under a
special nominated commissioner who is subject to the general
control of the corporation and of its standing committee.
A system of executive officers on the general lines followed
in Bombay has been rendered possible in the cities of the
Bombay Presidency and in the United Provinces. A similar
system is contemplated for the corporations of Calcutta and
Madras.
In the matter of rural boards, the Government of India
urge provincial Governments to arrange for the election of
chairmen wherever this is possible ; and where this is not
possible, to encourage the appointment of non-official chairmen.
In this respect the present recommendations go further than
those of the Decentralisation Commission, which recommended
that the collector, as head of the district, should generally
remain as president of the district board.
Such are the general recommendations of the Government
of India so far as they are directed towards a reduction of the
internal control exercised over local bodies by Government..
Turning now to the other aspect of the case, the reduction of
external Government control, the first thing to notice is that
the Government of India consider it very important that
municipal boards should be allowed to vary their taxation
within the limits laid down by the municipal laws. The pro-
viso suggested in the resolution of 1915 that the local Govern-
ments might retain power to vary any tax, is now abandoned
in the case of boards which contain substantial elected majo-
rities. In the case of rural boards also, the Government of
India have now accepted a somewhat similar position. The
bulk of the income of rural boards is derived from a cess levied
upon agricultural lands over and above the land revenue, and
not usually exceeding 6J per cent, on the rent value or the
land revenue, according to the circumstances%of the provinces.
Where a limit has been imposed by law on the rate of cess,.
a rural board will be at liberty to vary the rate at which the
cess is levied within the limits imposed by the law ; but where